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REMARKS 

Introductory Comments 

Claims 5, 7, 9-14, and 28-38 are pending in the present application. Claims 5, 7, 
9, 10, 1 1, 13, 14, 28, 30, and 31 have been amended. Claims 1-4, 6, 8, and 15-27 have 
been cancelled. Claims 32-38 are newly added Reconsideration of the application is 
respectfully requested. 

35 U.S.C. S 112 Rejections 

Claim 2 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
allegedly indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter Applicants regard as their invention. Claim 2 has been cancelled, which renders 
this ground of rejection moot. Withdrawal of the rejection of record for claim 2 is 
respectfully requested. 

3.5 U.S.C. g 102 Rejections 

Claims 1-3, 5, 15, 16, 19-20, and 24 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being allegedly anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,837,921 to Inoue et al. ("Inoue"). 
Claims 1-3, 15, 16, 19-20, and 24 have been cancelled, which renders this ground of 
rejection moot for these claims. Claim 5 has been amended to depend from claim 9, 
determined to be allowable in its current independent form. Withdrawal of the rejection 
of record for claims 1-3, 15, 16, 19-20, and 24 is respectfully requested. 

35 U.S.C. S 103 Rejections 

Claims 4, 7, 22, and 23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being allegedly 
obvious over U.S. Patent No. 6,837,921 to Inoue et al. ("Inoue") in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,047,790 to Cowger et al. ("Cowger"). Claims 4, 22, and 23 have been cancelled, 
which renders this ground of rejection moot. Claim 7 has been amended to depend from 
claim 9, determined to be allowable in its current independent form. Withdrawal of the 
rejection of record for claims 4, 7, 22, and 23 is respectfully requested. 
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Claim 21 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being allegedly obvious 
over US. Patent No. 6,837,921 to Inoue et al. ("Inoue") in view of Japanese Published 
Patent Application No. 2000190522 to Yuichi ("Yuichi"). Claim 21 has been cancelled, 
which renders this ground of rejection moot Withdrawal of the rejection of record for 
this claim is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-5, 8, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 24, and 26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being allegedly obvious over U.S. Patent No. 4,771,295 to Baker et al. 
("Baker") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,837,921 to Inoue et al. ("Inoue"). Claims 1-4, 8, 
15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 24, and 26 have been cancelled, which renders this ground of rejection 
moot. Claim 5 has been amended to depend from claim 9, determined to be allowable in 
its current independent form. Withdrawal of the rejection of record for claims 1-5, 8, 1 5, 
16, 19, 20, 22, 24, and 26 is respectfully requested. 

Claims 7, 14, 21, and 23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
allegedly obvious over U.S. Patent No. 4,771,295 to Baker et al. ("Baker") in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,837,92 1 to Inoue et al. ("Inoue") in further view of Japanese Published 
Patent Application No. 2000190522 to Yuichi ("Yuichi"). Claims 21, and 23 have been 
cancelled, which renders this ground of rejection moot. Claims 7 and 14 have been 
amended to depend from claim 9, determined to be allowable in its current independent 
form. Withdrawal of the rejection of record for claims 7, 14, 21, and 23 is respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 13 and 27 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being allegedly 
obvious over U.S. Patent No. 4,771,295 to Baker et al. ("Baker") in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,837,921 to Inoue et al. ("Inoue") in further view of U.S. Patent No. 5,047,790 to 
Cowger et al. ("Cowger"), in still further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,250,752 to Tajima 
("Tajima"). Claim 27 has been cancelled, which renders this ground of rejection moot. 
Claim 13 has been amended to depend from claim 9, determined to be allowable in its 
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current independent form. Withdrawal of the rejection of record for claims 13 and 27 is 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 30 and 31 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being allegedly 
obvious over U.S. Patent No. 4,771,295 to Baker et a]. ("Baker") in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 6,837,92 1 to Inoue et al. ("Inoue") in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,454,387 to 
Cowger et al. ("Cowger"). Claims 30 and 31 have been amended to depend from claim 
9, determined to be allowable in its current independent form. Withdrawal of the 
rejection of record for claims 30 and 3 1 is respectfully requested. 

Allowable S ubject Matter 

Applicants graciously acknowledge and accept the determination of allowable 
subject matter recited in claims 9-12, 28, and 29. Claims 9, 10, 1 1, and 28 have been 
amended to stand in independent form. Claims 12 and 29 maintain their respective 
dependencies from claims 1 1 and 28. 



Newly Added Claims 

Claims 32-38 have been newly added. In particular, claims 32-37 depend from 
claims determined to be allowable and, thus, are themselves allowable. Claim 38 is a 
newly added independent claim which describes a method of regulating the pressure 
between an interior volume of an ink container and an external environment 

Amended Claims 

Claims 9, 1 0, 11 , and 28 have been amended to stand in independent form. 
Claims 5, 7, 1 3, 14, 30, and 3 1 have been amended to depend from claims determined to 
be allowable and, thus, are themselves allowable. 

Conclusion 

In light of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that claims 5, 7, 9-14, and 28- 
38 are patentably distinct from the references cited and are in condition for allowance. 
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Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections of record are respectfully requested. 
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees that may be 
required by this paper, or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 50-3072. 

In the event that the Examiner wishes to discuss any aspect of this response, 
please contact the undersigned at the telephone number indicated below. 



30074 

Taft, Stettinius & Hollister LLP 
425 Walnut Street, Suite 1800 
Cincinnati, OH 45202-3957 
513-357-9663 
willis@taftlaw.com 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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